DeerHaven Hills Farm, LLC is for Sale

DeerHaven Hills Farm, 83+acres of rolling fields and forests, with a 5 ½ acres muscadine vineyard and 2 acres of rabbiteye blueberries (both certified organic), two houses, two barns, a truck, John Deere tractor, farm equipment and tools and more is for sale. 

· There are views of the mountains, neighboring vineyards and forested hills (it looks like a Chinese painting in the early morning from the main house.) 

· A creek and stream run along two of the property lines. 

· The main house is a unique 7200 sq ft two level (ground level with daylight basement), energy efficient (ICF construction), multi-generation home built in 1999 (a three bedroom/three bath, open floor plan living, dining, kitchen on one side; two bedroom/two bath, open floor plan living, dining, kitchen on the other side; and a shared great room with half bath, a laundry room, storage room, energy room and three car garage. One side could be converted in to a winery with event room, tasting room, and office upstairs and a wine production room downstairs, while a family could reside on the other side.

· Although we use electricity and propane stoves, fireplaces, water heater and dryers now, this home has a flat roof with sun exposure all day long that would be perfect for a solar energy project. 

· Beside the main house there is a small greenhouse, eight 4’x 8' raised (on cinder blocks) organic garden beds, and three brown turkey fig trees. The driveway is lined with tea bushes (Camilla Sinensis), which also surround the greenhouse and garden. And there is a raised fish pond and evergreen garden in front of the house. I also have six water catchment containers around the house for storage of the rainwater from the flat roof to use to water the gardens. 

· We renovated the older 3300 sq ft home on the property in 1998 and lived there while our home was under construction. It has three bedrooms, one bath, living, dining, and kitchen, family room, storage and laundry rooms and two-car garage on the main level, with one bedroom, one bath, rec room and an area plumbed for kitchen/dining in the daylight basement. At this time it is rented to a very nice family.

COMMERCIAL FARM:

· The property is a commercially viable USDA Certified Organic farm (2009) with two cash crops. There is a two acre blueberry field (700 bushes) and a five and a half acre, muscadine grape vineyard. This past fall was the first year of production for both and we harvested about 600 lbs of blueberries and 10,000 lbs. of muscadines.  Production will continue to increase each year as the plantings mature.
· DeerHaven Hills Farm is the only Certified Organic muscadine vineyard in North Carolina at this time.

· Our vineyard is unique in that we grow certified organic muscadine grapes, not conventionally grown French wine varieties and therefore we are not competitive with our neighbors. In fact, one neighboring winery, Overmountain Vineyard, already purchases our muscadines.
· Other products on the farm include: Mature and young black walnuts, Loblolly and Virginia pines, and assorted hardwoods, dwarf fruit trees, Brown Turkey Fig trees, tea plants, Dwarf English Boxwoods, an American Chestnut tree, and several pecan trees.

· 68 acres are under an agriculture, horticulture, and forestry plan to lower property taxes which will remain with the farm should the buyers choose to continue the deferment plan.

· There is a raised bed, family vegetable garden with a rain catchment watering system.

· A tree service neighbor supplies both pine and hardwood mulch for natural soil enrichment.

· 1985 F-250 Ford diesel truck with duel tanks comes with the property, as does the John Deer Tractor with front loader, bush hog, box attachments, and at least one rider lawn mower & other small farm equipment and tools and an 8x10 walk-in cooler for harvested fruit.

· In 2009, we drilled a 385 ft well, which yields 200 gallon a minute, with a 5 HP pump and underground piping to connect with the farm irrigation systems and eventually to the main house well.

· In February, 2010 we were awarded a $6000 WNC Agricultural Options grant to install a drip irrigation system for the blueberries this spring. There is an existing system in place for the muscadines which only needs repairs to be functional again.

· Markets for the blueberries and muscadines have already been established in 2009 with local Polk and Rutherford County health food stores (Beneficial Foods, Plum Natural, Nature’s Storehouse, Manna Cabanna); commercial jam and jelly producers (Imladris Farms and Apple Mills); local farmers market vendors (Blue Planet and Farmers Fresh Market); local organic processing and distribution plant (Lee Ewing of Sunny Creek Farm who sells to chain health food stores and grocery stores in the Southeast, US) and a muscadine vineyard and winery a little over an hour away (Woodmill Winery).
    POTENTIAL FARM EXPANSION OPTIONS:

· The farm is a perfect location for a winery. One side of the main house could serve as family home. The great room could become an events room, the other side kitchen, dining room and living room could become the wine tasting and dining area; the upstairs bedroom could be the office and the downstairs would be the actual winery for both DeerHaven Hills muscadines and also for private label wine making/bottling for local vineyards. Or the Steelmaster barn could be converted into a larger winery.

· The farm would make a lovely horse farm with plenty of open area for pastures and rings, and forest for riding trails. The Steelmaster building could be converted into a stall barn.

· The farm would make a beautiful setting for outdoor weddings, reunions, parties, and other events.

· An amphitheater could be built on the property for entertainment events to bring locals or bus tours to the vineyard, winery or house farm. 

· The farm has plenty of room to expand present crops or put in additional ones.

· The flat area near the front of the property with its own entrance and easy access to the state-maintained road is suitable for commercial sized green houses.

· There is ample parking for a U-Pick option to market the blueberries and muscadines. 

· The main house could be used as a small upscale conference and meeting center with accommodations for out of town guests.

· The flat roof on the main house could be converted into a solar power station and the green energy sold back to Duke Power for profit (grants for this available).

· The guest house could be converted into 2 rental units, as the basement has its own entrances.

· The guest house could be used as a Bed and Breakfast facility for tourists with a focus on the vineyard and blueberries, or as a work-for-food-and-lodging exchange for organic farming interns or farm manager.

· The guest house could be converted into a commercial kitchen and gift shop for making and selling value added items from the muscadines and blueberries as well as other locally made items.

FEATURES OF THE AREA AROUND DEERHAVEN HILLS:

· Because of the growing number of vineyards and wineries in the Western Carolinas, this area is expected to receive an American Viticulture Area (AVA) nomenclature soon.
· Tryon and Polk County are a well known equestrian community and the new Green Creek Equestrian Center is opening soon just a couple of miles from us.
· Also about two miles away, a new world class golf course is being developed by White Oak Plantation, Columbus to the high standards of Arnold Palmer, Captain Mark Phillips and Padrig Harrington. When opened, White Oak Estates golf and country club will attract people from all over the country and world.

· Even though we are located in a rural area, near Tryon and Columbus, NC, there is easy access to Interstate highways, I-26, I-85, I-40. We are 45 minutes from Asheville, NC and Greenville, SC; about 1/2 hour from Hendersonville, NC and Spartanburg, SC; about 1 ¼ hours from the Charlotte airport; and about three hours from Atlanta.
· Cultural events, plays, concerts, art, craft and antique shows, and outdoor recreational activities such as hiking, swimming, river rafting, skiing, and more, are available year-round. 
· Also close to FENCE, FETA equestrian trails, the new Green Creek Equestrian Center (Hwy 9), Harmon Field, Western Carolina Ag Center, Lake Lure, NC and Lake Bowen, SC (public boating & jet skiing allowed), Meadowbrook Golf Course, the new White Oak Estates Golf and Country Club, Red Fox Golf and Country Club, the Cliffs.

· Nearby ski resorts include:  Wolf Laurel (1:35hrs), Cataloochee (1:20), Sugar Mt. (1:40), Hawks Nest (1:50), Beech Mt. (2:10).

That's all I can think of at this time. If you have any questions or know of anyone interested in our farm, please don't hesitate to contact me.


Sincerely,
Gail Blate

Tryon, NC 28772

828-863-4660

